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Dear Sir: 



| rxxjxijsiO^FEES ARE PAYABLE WITH RESPECT TC » THIS RESPONSE^ 




The following Response After Final Rejection Pursuant Under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 6 is filed in 
repMo the Final Office Action mailed March 22, 2004 ant; within two months of the mailing date 
of the Finel Office Action of March 22. 2004. The Applicant respectfully requests entry of the 
following before reconsideration of the present Appllcaton. 



In > the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 21-32 and 34-40, without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject 
matter therein, in favor of new Claim 41 as follows. 
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1 32. (CANCELED) 

33i (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A metKod for distributed programmable 
control of process devices to operate in cooperation to perform a predetermined 
process vi'herein each process device is capable of independent operation and of 
performing one or more related operations and each process device is associated a 
corresponding one of a plurality of device controllers wherein each device controller 
comrols tie operations of the associated process -device as directed by a process 
stored in ' the associated device controller and wlwein a process is a sequence of 
process steps wherein each step is defined by one or more operations of one or more 
of the process devices, comprising the steps of: 

storing a device process In each device controller, wherein 

each device process controls the operations of the associated process 
dev:tie and includes one or more device steps wherein each device step corresponds 
to a process step and controls one or more corresponding operations of the associated 
pro»^8ss cevice; and 

in a master controller, 

during an execution of a device process, generating only step execute 
identifiers to each device controller, wherein 

each of the device controllers s responsive to the step execute 
idenKflers for cooperatively performing corresponding device steps of the device 
processes, 

;n x device controller , 

generating and providing to the master controller $n indication of a 
completion of a device step by the associated process device, and 

in the master controller and responsive to trte indication of the completion of a > 
devise step of a process step by each of the devfce controllers directing associated 5t 
process cevices in performing a process, O 
generating a next step execute identifier to the device controllers directing U l 
the associated process devices in performing a process. 

3<M0. (CANCELED) 

4t. (NEW) A method for distributed programmable control of process devices > 

to Gfaerate in cooperation to perform a predetermined process wherein each process ^ 

device isi capable of independent operation and of performing one or more related CO 
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